Unidentified Flying Objects

In 1947 a pilot called Kenneth Arnold . were spotted in the _ i

was flying over Mount Rainier in 5“*”35 off the 'co_tj'stjcf"‘ _i ‘
Washington, USA when he saw some Kaikoura. Air traffic

strange crescent-shaped aircraft moving controllers could not

at huge speed. idgnﬁfy them;as any,

known aircraft. Many | :

anxious people called “ These are
the local police as they ' just a very few of
could see powerful the thousands of stories
beams of light being told about UFOs. What
projected on to the are these objects and
from the c‘raﬂ.“‘ : where do they come

SR AR from?2

- Zealand sfruné.e‘ light

Arnold described the objecis as flying like
a saucer would if you skimmed it across
the water. Newspaper reports then called
them ‘flying saucers’, and this name
has been used to describe many UFOs
(Unidentified Flying Objects) ever since.

Unidentified Weird Lights

Hessdalen Lights Sea Lights Foo Fighters

Yellowish, bullet-shaped For centuries sailors have Mysterious balls of light
lights and small red dots were reported seeing swirling were seen in the skies by
seen in the sky in a remote wheels of light below World War Two fighter
region of Norway in the the surface of the sea pilots in the 1940s. These
1980s. Investigators flashed in the Persian Gulf and unidentifiable lights would

a laser beam at one light and Indian Ocean. The wheels fly near to or alongside
it seemed to send answering sometimes appear to rise their aircraft.
flashes. spookily above the water.

During the 1970s many people
reported seeing large triangular
aircraft moving slowing and
silently across the sky. These
mysterious objects were seen
mainly across the skies of
England and Europe. They

did not look like any aircraft
ever seen before.

In 1974 people in Llandrillo, Wales were frightened by a massive explosion and rumbling sound.
They could also see bright lights moving quickly across the night sky. Army officials soon appeared on
the scene and stories spread that a UFO had crashed on a nearby mountain. It was rumoured that its
alien passengers had been taken away in secrecy by the army.




S o

,CASE FILE - UFOs

The evidence so far...

Key Witness

Kenneth Arnold, a pilot, who first described
UFOs as "Flying like a savcer”.

He became the world'’s first private UFO
investigator. He interviewed many other people
who claimed to have seen strange flying objects

: in the sky.

An FBI officer interviewed Kenneth Arnold and
stated: ‘It is the personal opinion of the
interviewer that he actually saw what he

states he saw.’

B ST A e

Modern sightings began with
Kenneth Arnold in 1947.
Many of the reports date

from the era of humans’ first i o

space exploration. Perhops S
people had spaceships
on the brain!

° Bvidence

Many photos and films
e€se are easy to fake of f‘ake
from an angle that makes
something normgq| look weird

The Kaikourqg UFOs were
Captured on film by a
lournalist on bogrq a
cargo plane. Yoy can

heqr the real feqr in the

voices of the Witnesses
on the soundtrack.

Alien Word
ufology

Different shapes and forms.
After the ‘flying saucer’ |c1b-e|
was used many people said ol ollotpBliins
they had seen saucer-shaped ¢ 5
- study of unidentified
UFQs. flying objects (UFOs).

UFOs are rea”y
aircraft, weather
balloons, s‘é‘l’e”i'l‘es',
or a trick of the light.

Over 20 different theories were
sugges‘l’ed for the Kaikoura
sightings, butitis still not known
what those UFOs were doing
there or where they had

come from.

Hessdalen Lights

Were they caused by something
unusual in the rocks of that area?
But why did the lights seem to
‘answer’ the laser beam?

Arnold was seeing
reflections on his
aircraft canopy,
missiles, snow flurries
or birds in flight.
Arnold 'l'o'f‘a”y
disagreed with
these suggestions.

Main

theories

Flying triangles were stealth
bombers and test planes, but

there has never been any
official government

explanation.

Could the Llandrillo
incident have been an
earth tremor or hunters
with powerful lights?
Bout Why did the army
appeatr so quickly on the
scene and wWarn people to

stay aWay?

Conspiracy The ory h

Many UFO hunters think that

governments qro
un
world are hidin ey

about UFOs and their alien
Passengers.

g information

Sea Lights

Could they be huge
numbers of glowing,
phosphorescent sea
creatures? But why in a
wheel shape? Could it be
alien craft under the
water?

Foo Fighters

Was it a secret weapon of
some sort?¢ But they never
harmed the fighter planes.
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_ CASE FILE - Bigfoot .

: Bigfoot Identikit % SR N
The evidence so far... g , e
Height:

1.8-3 metres (6-10 feet).

Bigfootis a bear.

Butbears don’t
9enera”y walk on
hind legs and their
earsare on top

of their heads.

Shoulders:
91 cm (3 feet) wide.

Photos

A large number of these exist. Most of them
are pretty blurry, but the people who took
them were shocked and scared.

Fur: Theores

dark brown or reddish
brown, none around mouth

The film taken in 1967 by Roger

Patterson shows the creature turning and eves

to look at him and walking rapidly yes. . ; '

into the woods. Head Blg:oo:-; rela{fedl
eq : o a pe o)

conical, with ears on side. BigtooT docs giant ape called

Gigarﬂ'opi‘i‘hecus
not exist!

that died out |
100,000 years |
|
[

ago.

' Is it just someone in a
gorilla suit?

Feet:
30-55 cm (1-1.8 feet) long.

0999009060000 9

' The Disney film company said at
the time that it would have been
very difficult and expensive to
fake this and the movements
of the animal.

Location

Mainland Canada and USA,
but most often in the vast, deep
forests of the Northwest regions.
i Plenty of hiding places for a
Russia mysterious beast.

Giant Footseps

Many Sasquatch footprints have been seen over the
years and plaster casts have been taken of some of them.

Alma
Mongolia or

It is easy to fake these and some people have even admitted
to making enormous wooden feet to produce joke prints.

But some Bigfoot tracks are so detailed that ‘fingerprints’
(or dermatoglyphs) can be seen and these are very
hard to fake.

Yeti

Himalayas

/

Yeren

eyl \ China

'My first impression was

UV itness of a huge man, about six Newspapers and the

Sta,te en'l',S feet tall, almost three Tam not entirely sure ',;Te;”ef e that 1 orqng IY_OWIe , V4
II]- feet wide... covered from what 1 saw that day but 19 ":f 5';"’”95:”” e Pendek or ‘Big Fellah
—_————— head to foot with dark I know it was not a bear spread.all roun the Sumcfrc AUSh’OIiO

world. Maybe some

There is a long history of balen sibdgr-fipped i and it was not a human. people might make up
sightings. Does this make it . 14 Idb a sighting to have their
more likely that there is some \N_'“'am Roe, -yedar-old boy moment of fame?
truth in them? Highway Worker, cub lunting,

1955. 1990.
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CURIOUS WORD "

MICROGRAVITY

means that even heavy things
seem not to weigh anything and
people and objects can float
around. There is only a small
(‘micro’) amount of gravity in a
space station that is orbiting, or
going round, the Earth.

> o%m

SPACE POTTY

This is a suction-system toilet
that works like a vacuum
cleaner to make sure
everything gets sucked into
a waste tank. It is still very
important to aim well!




MEDAL WINNERS

The Dickin Medal is a special award for
animal bravery in wartime. Since 1943 it has been
awarded to 32 pigeons (used as messengers),
29 dogs, three horses and Simon the cat.

D06 DETECTIVES

Sniffer dogs are trained
to find illegal drugs, guns,
explosives or blood at crime
scenes. Search dogs are
used to find missing people

and bodies.

WAR DOGS

have been used in wartime

e ancient times. Sergeant

by, a Boston Bull Terrier, is

> have captured a spy during
World War Onel

SN THE (T _«

Simon was the Captain’s
cat on HMS Amethyst during
. World War Two. Even
: though he was wounded,
he kept everyone cheerful
during a terrible attack.

The Kazakh people of western
Mongolia use golden eagles to hunt for
foxes and hares. They train them when
they are little eaglets, but always return

them to the wild after a few years of
hunting together.

CURIOUS WORD

DOMESTICATED

is used to describe pets or other
animals that are trained to live
or work for humans.

DOCTOR RAT

In Tanzania in Africa they
have trained rats to sniff
human spit to see if a
person has a nasty illness
called tuberculosis. The
rats can do it in minutes
and this means the
: person can be helped

straightaway.

BLOODSUCKERS

Leeches like to suck the blood of mammals,
- including humans. Doctors can use them to create
a good flow of blood when skin is grafted from
one part of the body to an injured part.

SNIFFING SKILLS

Dogs can help scientists
find threatened species

like bumblebees. They
can also sniff out cancer
in humans and let people
with diabetes know when
they need their medicine.

BEST-FRIEND DOGS

Guide dogs are trained to help
blind people at home and when
they are out and about. Hearing

dogs will nudge or put a paw
on a deaf person to alert them
to noises like the telephone,
doorbell or an alarm.

SEA MAMMAL
MINESWEEPERS

The US Navy uses dolphins
and sea lions to find and
mark suspicious objects in

the ocean, like mines (bombs
in the sea). Dolphins use
their echolocation skill and
sea lions are really good at
seeing in dark, murky waters.




OROUSWORD < ARCTCRR

The beautiful arctic fox is dark in ""b o
/ the summer and white in the " . N
winter snows. lts thick fur even ' . o \
MIMICRY covers the soles of its feet. £ \\ ‘

PRETEND T0 BE DEAD GAMOUFLAGE | I S

f to be something else to

Most wild creatures are difficult to see because

oakleaf butterfly looks just like a dead leaf when it folds their shape or colour helps them blend into where profestiatt GiuiBRdiREEY,
wings. Even the veins underneath look like those on a they live. Camouflage can help animals to hide
2af. No wonder its other name is dead-leaf butterfly! from predators or to hunt for prey.

SHIMMERING STRIPES

When zebras stand together they are a confusing
mass of black and white patterns that make it
difficult for a lion to nab one! In the shimmering
heat haze of Africa the zebra’s stripes blur.

FAKE WASP

The wasp beetle pretends

to be a wasp with its black
and yellow warning stripes.
It is handy for protection to

look fiercer than you are.

INVISIBLE TOAD

and toads in the rainforest have to be able to hide from
y predators. The Asian horned toad can blend in with its
surroundings on a bed of rotting leaves.

HIDDEN FAWN

Newborn baby deer

have markings on

“their coats to look

like sunlight coming

through the leaves
in a forest. They
keep very still so
predators cannot

see them.

Tigers, jaguars, ocelots and leopards are
all members of the cat family with beautiful

camouflage markings. They can blend in
with their surroundings to hunt their prey.

1

)
L

%



CETAGEAN

is the word for a sea mammal that has to
come up to the surface to breathe. Cetology is
~ the study of whales, dolphins and porpoises.
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WERING THE PLANET

CUROUS WORDS ~+; |

A 4
p ‘4, ENERGY FROM
THE SN

| 4
" Heat and light from
the Sun take just over
‘ 8 minutes to reach
A the Earth. Plants and
trees use the energy in
sunlight to make their

| 4
’ ' V“ own food.

GREENHOUSE GAS

Qil, coal and gas will
not last for ever. Burning
them makes a gas called
carbon dioxide that traps

the Sun'’s heat near Earth,
creating what is called
the Greenhouse Effect.
Our climate seems to be
changing because of this
and we must find ways of
slowing it down.

'IA
o
Err energy comes from things that

do not run out, like the Sun or
the sea.

S

SOLAR POWER

Solar panels, or photovoltaic cells, make electricity
from the power of the Sun. The Sun will not run out
soon, but it is expensive to build solar power stations
and the panels cannot work if it is cloudy.

BIOMASS ENERGY

Electricity can be made from burning wood, plants and our
old rubbish. It is a good way of using up waste, but burning
it creates greenhouse gases. Growing trees to burn also
takes up room where crops might be planted to feed people.

NON-RENEWABLE

energy comes from sources that will
run out. We cannot make any more
of them.




CURIOUS WORD

NHIZZY STUFF IN THE GALAXIES 1 g CELESTIAL

is a word used to describe things
in the sky or outer space. Planets
and stars are celestial bodies.

OPACE TELESCOPES

ese satellites are used to look
at the planets and stars.

he Hubble Space Telescope

n see further into space than

Mominitn g0

: ® Nebulae are enormous gas )
e|.esc<')p-es onifhe grounfi, Lok clouds in space where stars | Stars burn for billions of
is difficult o!nd expensive fo are born. Stars are huge years, but then they begin
aunch and, if anything goes % balls of burning gas. As the to run out of gas. They then
wrong, only.as.fronaufs « stars get bigger, the nebulae change from white to red,
can fix it. k. begin to glow. The nearest grow bigger and become
SPA[:E PROBES star to Earth is the Sun. red giants.
Space probes do not have humans : 2
on board. They can travel for years to T S
other planets or moons to collect and () 2 o

send back scientific information. Some
space probes go into orbit around
other planets, some land on them
and others leave our Solar System to )
explore far into space.

e RS IR WATE DU

called meteoroids. When they reach the Some red giants slowly shrink and
ARTIFICIAL SATEI_LITES Earth’s atmosphere they get really hot and ; become stars that are called white
burn up, looking like amazing fireworks dwartst [:[]ME'I'S
These are launched into space by rockets. streaking across the sky. These are called .
They go round (orbit) the Earth and are meteors or, sometimes, shooting stars. o bialdi
used for communications, sending _ These are great big dirty
television and phone signals, for [ Ice. balls that can be several

watching the weather, for helping us METEUR”'E kilometres across. If they
navigate the planet and for spying! P : come close to the Sun the

ice in them melts and
creates a tail of dust and
gas. Halley’s Comet can be
seen from Earth every
75-76 years. Its next visit

% When a meteor hits the

Earth it is called a meteorite.
Some of them have made
huge holes, or craters, in the
ground. In Arizona, USA there
is a massive one over
1 kilometre wide.

will be 2061.

BLACK HOLE

This may form after a star has
exploded. It is a very tight ball of gas
that has such a huge pull of gravity
that it even sucks light into it.

SUPERNOVA

Other red giants get bigger
and bigger until there is
gigantic explosion called a
supernova.




