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Berrywood Primary School
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Information Report

At Berrywood we want every child to achieve their best and become confident individuals who lead fulfilling
lives. Our goal is to remove barriers to learning and participation so that each child can reach their fullest
potential irrespective of their ability or needs.

We understand that each pupil has individual and unique needs and some pupils require more support than
others to achieve. We recognise that pupils learn at different rates and that there are many factors
influencing achievement.

Therefore, we acknowledge that a significant proportion of pupils could have Special Educational Needs
(SEN) at some time in their school career. Many of these pupils may require help throughout their time in
education, while others may need a little extra support for a short period to help them overcome more
temporary needs. If these pupils are to achieve their full potential, we must recognise this and plan
accordingly.

How is Berrywood Primary School accessible to your child with SEND?

® Berrywood Primary School is a mainstream setting where all children are welcome whatever their
abilities and needs.

® At Berrywood, we believe that all children should have access to a broad, balanced and relevant
curriculum, which is differentiated to meet their individual needs.

® The building is accessible to children with a physical disability.

e We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.

e If you are concerned about individual access arrangements, please come into school to talk to us.

How can | let the school know if | am concerned about my child’s progress?
We pride ourselves on building positive relationships with parents. We are open and honest with parents
and hope that they are able to do the same with us.
e If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should speak to your child’s class teacher
initially.
e If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not making
progress you should speak to the Year Team Leader or contact the SENDCo.
e If concerns persist, you can speak to a member of the Headship Team.

How will the school let me know if they have concerns about my child’s learning and progress in school?
We may know when a pupil requires additional support if:

o Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers or the child.

° Concerns are highlighted by preschool or previously attended settings.

° A child is performing below age expected levels or is identified as not making sufficient
progress.

° Concerns are raised by the teacher for example if behaviour or self-esteem is affecting
performance.

° Other diagnostic assessments, such as Dyslexia screening, completed by the school raise
concerns.

° A paediatrician gives a health diagnosis.

° Concerns are highlighted by external agencies.

° Concerns highlighted through assessment within the school.

If any of these are evident then some of the following actions will be taken:



The school will:

o Set up a meeting to discuss this with you in more detail.

o Listen to any concerns that parents/ careers and/or teachers may have too.

o Plan any additional support your child may receive.

o Discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning.

Who can | talk to at Berrywood about my child’s difficulties with learning/Special Educational Needs or
Disability (SEND)?
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo) has designated responsibility for:

Co-ordinating additional of the support for children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities
(SEND).
Developing the school’s SEND policy to ensure that all children get a consistent, high-quality
response to meeting their needs in school.
Ensuring that you (the parents) are:

- Involved in supporting your child’s learning.

- Appropriately kept informed about the support your child is getting.

- Involved in reviewing how they are doing.
Liaising and providing relevant training and support to the class teachers and teaching assistants so
they can help children with SEND in our school achieve the best progress possible.
Updating the SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in our school are
known).
Developing and assigning appropriate learning programmes and interventions to meet your child’s
specific needs.
Liaising with external support services that may be coming into school to help support your child’s
learning, e.g. Speech and Language Therapists, Physiotherapists, Social Services, Occupational
Therapists and Educational Psychologists, Primary Behaviour Service team etc.

The class teacher is responsible for:

Monitoring the progress of each child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help
your child may need (this could be things like targeted work or additional support) and letting the
SENDCo know where necessary.

Writing individual plans as part of their SEND one-page profiles.

Ensuring that all support staff working with your child are kept well informed of their strengths and
areas of need, so that your child can achieve the best possible progress.

Ensuring that our school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the pupils they teach
with any SEND.

The Head teacher is responsible for:

The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children with
SEND.

They will give responsibility to the SENDCo and class teachers but are still responsible for ensuring
that your child’s needs are met.

They must make sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school
relating to SEND.

SEN Governor is responsible for:

Supporting the school in implementing the SEN Policy and providing oversight of SEN funding and
expenditure

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at Berrywood?



The first level of support is from the class teacher who will ensure your child is well supported through
excellent targeted classroom teaching known as High Quality Inclusive Teaching.
For your child this would mean:
e That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
e That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.
e Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This
may involve things like using more practical learning or using visual aids.
e Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCo or outside agencies) are in place to
support your child to learn.
e Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that
your child has a gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help them
make the best possible progress.

Specific group work within a smaller group of children
In addition to excellent class teaching, the class teacher may organise extra group support. This type of
support is available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area of learning.
These group work sessions are often called intervention or booster groups and may be:
e Runin the classroom or in an alternative environment around the school.
e Run by a Learning Support Assistant, Special Needs Assistant/ teacher or outside professional (like a
Speech and Language Therapist) who has had training to run these groups.
For your child this would mean:
e They will engage in group sessions in addition to normal curriculum taught sessions with specific
targets to help them to make more progress.
e Early Market and Market Days run by Special Needs Assistants focusing on enriched and highly
engaging context for learning.

Targeted, highly personalised provision for children who are working well below age-related expectations
in reading, writing and/or mathematics.

For the minority of children, a more intense, personalised type of support is required on a 1:1 or small group
intervention basis to accelerate progress or enable children to achieve their potential. This type of support
is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through High Quality
Inclusive Teaching and intervention groups. The children receiving this level of support will be on the
school’s SEND register.

e At Berrywood we use a wide range of interventions and support programmes, including speech,
occupational therapy, learning and emotional behaviour support. The SENDCo regularly researches
and reviews the quality of these interventions to ensure that they have been proven to result in at
least double the rate of progress.

® Any members of staff carrying out this type of intervention work will be trained on the specific
techniques involved and there is always a pre and post assessment to monitor the impact of the
intervention on your child’s progress.

Specialist groups run by outside agencies
Occasionally a pupil may need more expert support from an outside agency.
Specialist input may come from:
e Local Authority central services such as Specialist Teacher Advisory Service Outreach Team.
e Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service, Occupational Therapy
(OT) or Primary Behaviour Service (PBS).
For your child this would mean:
e Your child will have been identified by the SENDCo as needing more specialist input in addition to
high quality inclusive teaching and intervention groups carried out by Learning Support Assistants or
Special Needs Assistants.
e You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways
forward.



e You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist
professional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the
school and yourself understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them
better in school.

e The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make
recommendations, which may include:

o Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or
changing some aspects of teaching to support them better

o A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social skills
group, emotional regulation.

o Group or individual work with an outside professional

e The school may suggest that your child needs some agreed individual support in school. They will tell
you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place.

Specified individual support for your child

A very small percentage of pupils with significant needs will need specific, high-level support through an
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have been identified as needing a
particularly high level of individual or small group teaching (more than 12.6 hours a week), which cannot be
provided from the budget available to the school.

Usually, your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may
be from:

e Local Authority central services such as Specialist Teacher Advisory Service Outreach Team or
Primary Behaviour Service.

e OQutside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service, Occupational Therapy
(OT) or Primary Behaviour Service (PBS).

For your child this would mean:

e The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a Statutory Assessment of your
child’s needs. This is a legal process, which sets out the amount of support that will be provided for
your child.

e After the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a lot of information about your
child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as described
in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the
case, they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your
child’s needs. If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with ‘SEN
Support.’

e After the reports have all been sent in, the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are
severe, complex and lifelong and that they need more than 12.6 hours of support in school to make
good progress. If this is the case they will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case, they will ask the
school to continue with ‘SEN Support’ and also set up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place
to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.

e The EHC Plan will outline the number of hours of individual/small group support your child will
receive from the LA and how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in place. It
will also have long and short-term goals for your child.

e The additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run individual
programmes or run small groups including your child.

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are:

e Severe, complex and lifelong.

e Need more than 12.6 hours of support in school.

How is extra support allocated to children and how do they move between the different levels?
¢ The school budget, received from Hampshire LA, includes money for supporting children with SEND.
¢ The Head Teacher decides on the budget for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in
consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the school.
¢ The Head Teacher and the SENDCo discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school,



including:
- The children getting extra support already
- The children needing extra support
- The children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be
expected and decide what resources/training and support is needed.
¢ All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed. Resources
are allocated according to individual needs within the budget of the school.
e Children with SEN Support or EHCP may have specific allocations in terms of resources and
additional adult support. These will be met in full.

What additional support services are available for children with SEND at Berrywood?
The agencies accessed by Berrywood include:

e FEducational Psychology Service — provides strategies, training and advice to school staff and can
carry out a range of assessments
e Speech and Language Therapy — meets with children to assess their needs and then creates a
programme of targets for school to work on, provides additional specialised information for staff
e Occupational Therapy - meets with children to assess their needs and then creates a programme of
targets for school to work on, provides additional specialised information for staff
* School Nursing Team — provides advice to both families and school staff on managing medical needs
e Primary Behaviour Service (PBS) — to help teachers develop strategies to support behavior
e Shepherd’s Down Outreach — support for teachers of children who have low learning ability and who
specialise in supporting children with Autism
e Childhood and Adolescence Mental Health Service (CAMHS) — will carry out assessments and give
advice/ feedback on how they are supporting a child and suggest ways to continue support in school
e Communication and Interaction Specialist Advisory Teachers — observe children and carry out
assessments and provide advice/ information to staff
e Hearing Impaired Specialist Advisory Teachers — observe children and carry out assessments and
provide advice/ information to staff
e Visually Impaired Specialist Advisory Teachers — observe children and carry out assessments and
provide advice/ information to staff
e Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) — offer bilingual support for children
and young people at point of transfer into a new school in over 20 different languages; give advice
and training on meeting needs of children learning English as an additional language; offer parental
support and family working which includes family learning, translation of texts, letters and transition
work for individual pupils

How will the teaching and/or curriculum be adapted for my child with SEND?

e C(Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class, and
will ensure that your child’s needs are met through differentiated work and scaffolding.

¢ Specially trained support staff can adapt the teachers planning to support the needs of your child
where necessary.

e Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups.

¢ Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s learning needs.

e The SENDCo liaises regularly with the class teachers to offer advice on ways that lessons can be
adapted to meet the range of needs within their class.

How does the school measure the progress of my child?

e Your child’s progress is continually monitored by their class teacher and is discussed regularly with
members of the Senior Leadership Team. Class data is analysed and those children who are
identified as working below or significantly below age-related expectations are given additional
support to enable them to catch-up with their peers.

e Whole school testing takes place bi-annually to identify any children who require SEN Support.

e Children identified as requiring SEN Support will have an individual One Page Profile which details



intervention targets, an outline of the area/s of difficulty and strategies to support the child. The
targets are reviewed on a daily basis and new targets created once these have been achieved.
Parents will have regular opportunities to meet with their child’s class teacher and/or SENDCo to
review the progress made and discuss plans for the following term. These will also be shared more
formally at Parents Evenings.

Children requiring SEN Support will be tested bi-annually so that the SENDCo can evaluate the
effectiveness of the interventions taking place and ensure that children are making at least double
the rate of progress.

The SENDCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual work and in
any group that they take part in.

The progress of children with EHC Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review and involves all the
agencies that are a part of your child’s education.

At the end of each key Stage 2 (Year 6) all children are formally assessed using Standard Assessment
Tests (SATs) and Teacher Assessment (TA). This is something that the government requires all
schools to do and the results from these assessments are published nationally.

At Berrywood we also measure the progress of children through reading, comprehension, spelling
and number age assessments.

How are the teachers in school helped to work with children with Special Educational Needs or Disability
and what training do they have?

The SENDCo’s job is to support the class teachers in planning for children with SEND. Miss Spencer
has gained the qualification ‘National Award for Special Educational Needs Co-ordination’.

As part of the performance management cycle, the school has a training plan for all staff to improve
the teaching and learning of children including those with SEND. This includes whole school training
on SEND issues.

Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are
relevant to the needs of specific children in their class.

What support do you have for parents of children with SEND?

The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have
and to share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be
used.

The SENDCo is available to meet with you at a mutually convenient agreed time to discuss your
child’s progress or any concerns/worries you may have.

All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you and with the person involved
directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.

Homework will be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs

How will the school prepare and support my child when they are joining Berrywood or moving on to their
next class or different school?

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any
transition is as smooth as possible.

If your child is moving to another school:

o We will contact the school SENDCo and ensure they know about any special arrangements
or support that needs to be made for your child.

o We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.

When moving between classes at Berrywood:

o Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and a planning meeting
will take place with the new teacher. All SEND one page profiles will be shared with the new
teacher which contains previous targets, key pieces of information about a child’s barriers to
learning and suggested strategies for helping to support the child.



o All children have a social story written for them to aid transition, this will be provided.
e InYear6:

o The SENDCo will attend the primary transition event to discuss the specific needs of your
child with the SENDCo of their secondary school.

o Your child will take part in focused learning sessions about aspects of transition to support
their understanding of the changes ahead.

o Where possible, your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases
staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?
e Activities and school trips are available for all children.
e Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all children to
participate.
e However, if it is deemed that an intensive level of 1:1 support is required a parent or carer may be
asked to accompany their child during the activity.

Who can | contact to discuss SEND at Berrywood Primary School?
Miss Amy Spencer is the named SENDCo who works Tuesday to Friday.

Amy Spencer

Berrywood Primary School
Maunsell Way

Hedge End

Hampshire

SO30 2TL

Email: aspencer@berrywoodprimary.co.uk
Tel - 01489 780068

Appendix 1

Glossary of terms


mailto:aspencer@berrywoodprimary.co.uk

There are many SEND terms that are abbreviated which can lead to confusion. Below is a glossary of the
most commonly used terms and abbreviations.

Abbreviation Definition
ADD Attention Deficit Disorder
ADHD Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder
ASD Autistic Spectrum Disorder
CAMHS Child and Mental Health Service
CP Child Protection
EAL English as an Additional Language
EH Early Help
ELSA Emotional Literacy Support Assistant
EP Educational Psychologist
FSM Free School Meals
HI Hearing Impairment
IEP Individual Education Plan
LAC Looked After Child
LA Local Authority
LEA Local Education Authority
MLD Moderate Learning Difficulty
NC National Curriculum
oT Occupational Therapist
PBS Primary Behaviour Service
PD Physical Disability
SalT Speech and Language Therapy
SEMH Social, Emotional, Mental Health
SEND Special Educational Needs & Disability
SENDCo Special Educational Needs & Disability Co-ordinator
SLCN Speech Language and Communication
SpLD Specific Learning Difficulty
\ Visual Impairment




